Banbury Town Council

CONDITIONS OF ALLOTMENT TENANCY

General conditions under which the Allotment Garden is to be cultivated.

1. The Tenant of an allotment garden shall comply with the following
conditions:-

(i) To keep the allotment garden clean and in a good state of cultivation and fertility
and in good condition.

(i) Not to cause any annoyance or nuisance to the occupier of any other allotment
garden or obstruct any path set out by the Council for the use of the occupiers of
the allotment site and every such path on which the allotment garden abuts shall
be kept by the tenant not less than eighteen inches wide.

(iil) Not to underlet, assign or part with the possession of the allotment garden or any
part of it without prior written consent of the Council.

(iv) Not, without the prior written consent of the Council cut or prune any timber or
other trees, take sell or carry away any mineral gravel, sand or clay or sink any
well on the allotment garden.

(v) To keep every hedge that forms part of the allotment garden properly cut and
trimmed, keep all ditches properly cleansed and maintained and keep in good
repair any other fences and any gates on the allotment garden. Any fencing
erected should be a maximum of 3ft in height.

(vi) Not to use barbed wire for a fence adjoining any path set out by the Council for
the use of the occupiers of allotment gardens.

(vii) To observe and perform any other specific conditions which the Council consider
necessary to preserve the allotment garden from deterioration and of which
notice to the Tenant is given by the Council or their agents.

(viil  Tenants shall not without the prior written consent of the Council add a pond to
their allotment.

(ix) Tenants shall not attach or install taps, hoses, sprinklers or water pumps to
water troughs and taps on site.

2. Building and Structures
Not, without the prior written consent of the Council, erect any building or structure of any
kind on the allotment garden. The conditions of tenancy for structures on Allotments are:

e Tool Sheds maximum size 6ft length x 4ft width x 7ft high.

e Green Houses 8ft length x 6ft width x 7ft high (Clear panels roof & sides to the ground to
reduce shading on neighbouring plots)

e Polytunnels 10ft length x 6ft width x 7ft high (aluminium, steel or plastic tubing frame)
e Fruit and Vegetable Net Frames (no restriction as long as temporary construction)

e Poultry coups and runs maximum size 7ft x 10ft and will require a design submission to the
Council for approval (this applies to Full Size plots only).

e Plot holders are restricted to 1 tool shed and 1 green house or a polytunnel per plot,
and to remove said building or structure if tenancy terminates.
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3. Keeping of Animals

(i) Not to keep on the allotment garden, except with the specific prior consent in
writing of the Council or their agent, any animals other than poultry kept
otherwise than by way of trade or business in accordance with the provisions of
the Allotments Act 1950, and poultry and/or rabbits as aforesaid shall not be kept
in such a building or in such a manner as to be prejudicial to health or a
nuisance or to affect the operation of any enactment and shall also obtain the
specific consent of the Council under sub- paragraph (vi) above for the erection
of any buildings or building necessary for any purpose under this sub-paragraph
including the keeping of hens.

(ii) Once permission has been obtained to keep poultry (maximum of 6 poultry per
plot), it is the allotment holder’s responsibility to register their details as a bird
owner with the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Animal
and Plant Health Agency regarding the mandatory registering of poultry
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reqister-as-a-keeper-of-less-than-50-poultry-or-
other-captive-birds

4. Environmental Protection

® To observe the Environmental Protection Act 1990 it is an offence to cause a
statutory nuisance. This includes smoke, fumes or gases “emitted from premises
so as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance”. This can include nuisance
created by bonfires, therefore the Council does NOT allow bonfires.

(i) Weed and Pest Control - If you use pesticides on your allotment for weed control
you are legally responsible for using them correctly and effectively. You must
keep your allotment safe for people, pets and wildlife. For further information
please see - https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/about-pesticides.htm

5. Deposit on Account
A £75.00 returnable deposit is required before signing a tenancy agreement. This is returned

when the tenancy is terminated, providing the plot is given back to us in the same condition as it
was given out.

6. Payment of Rent
The rent of the allotment garden shall be paid in advance by the last day of January in

each year.

7. Power to Inspect the Allotment Garden

e Any member or officer of the Council shall be entitled at any time when directed by
the Council to enter and inspect the allotment garden.

e Allotments are inspected monthly.


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-as-a-keeper-of-less-than-50-poultry-or-other-captive-birds
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-as-a-keeper-of-less-than-50-poultry-or-other-captive-birds
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/about-pesticides.htm
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8. Termination of the Tenancy of the Allotment Garden

The tenancy shall, unless otherwise agreed in writing, terminate on the quarterly rent day
next after the death of the Tenant.

The tenancy may also be terminated by the Council in any of the following
manners:-

a) By either party giving to the other not less than TWELVE MONTHS previous
notice in writing expiring on or before the sixth day of April or on or after the
twenty-ninth day of September in any year.

b) By re-entry by the Council at any time after giving three months previous
notice in writing to the tenant on account of the allotment garden being
required by the Council for a purpose (not being the use of land for agriculture)
for which it was acquired by the Council or has been appropriated under any
statutory provision.

c) By re-entry by the Council after giving ONE MONTHS' previous notice in
writing to the Tenant: -

i. if the rent or any part thereof is in arrear for not less than 40 days whether
legally demanded or not, or

ii. if it appears to the Council that there has been a breach of the conditions
and agreements on the part of the Tenant herein contained, or

iii. if the Tenant shall become bankrupt or compound with his creditors.

9. Service of Notices

Any notice may be served by the Council upon the Tenant either personally or by leaving
it at the last known place of abode or by recorded delivery service addressed to the
tenant there or by fixing the same in some conspicuous manner on the allotment garden.

Notice served by a tenant on the Council should be sent by recorded delivery to Banbury
Town Council, The Town Hall, Bridge Street, Banbury. OX16 5QB.



